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Bloomy Controls Honored at NIWeek 2005

In August, Peter Blume and Lesley Cannon of Bloomy Controls and
Robert Greene of NSK Steering Systems America Inc., were recognized
as finalists in the NIWeek 2005 Virtual Instrumentation Paper Contest.
Their paper “NI LabVIEW and TEDS Streamline Automotive R&D”
was recognized for its technical challenge, innovation, and
cost-effectiveness.

Read the paper at www.bloomy.com/cases/
labview_teds_streamline_automotive_rd.pdf.

(left to right) Peter and Lesley
with Dr. James Truchard,

NI president/CEO

Why LabVIEW?
The APC Group at IBM previously developed and deployed with success a large number of wafer
fabrication process control systems based on Visual Basic (VB). These systems also made use of
NI Measurement Studio, which provided integrated measurement tools for VB and hardware
compatibility with the NI DAQ hardware used. While existing VB/NI-DAQ systems continue to
work well, the new Microsoft .net technology is not backward compatible with VB 6.0, making
it difficult to maintain and improve the software and support end-user requests
for enhancements.

Recognizing that LabVIEW would allow for faster incorporation of end-user requests, IBM
contracted Bloomy Controls to help migrate the existing VB application to LabVIEW and provide
ongoing, long-term support. Their primary reason being that many projects required the APC
Group’s attention, leaving little time to support the timetable for this task.

As mentioned above, the system will communicate with IBM’s production control network.
The availability and ease-of-use of LabVIEW-based tools for the required network protocols such
as Modbus and SECS/GEMS also were key factors in the decision to go with LabVIEW.

Results
Developing the LabVIEW simulation tool will allow the IBM group to perform parallel
development on multiple aspects of the wafer fabrication process control system. The simulation
tool will ensure the driver software performs as intended with a minimum cost and significant
savings in development time. When the physical wireless receiver is ready, there will be less
troubleshooting or costs associated with modifications or rework.

Using LabVIEW, Bloomy Controls was able to deliver the simulation tool and driver in just a
few weeks. This fast delivery gives IBM access to the wireless receiver functionality months
before the physical unit is available. Development of the entire endpoint control system will be
much faster as a result of early prototyping and troubleshooting facilitated by the
simulation tool.

Contact Bob Hamburger (860) 298-9925 or inquiry@bloomy.com
to discuss your simulation needs.


